The phytochemical study of the MeOH extract from the fruits of Ardisia kivuensis was carried out using repeated silica gel column chromatography followed by Sephadex LH-20 to afford a new alkenylmethylresorcinol, ardisinol III (1) along with three known compounds, oleanolic acid, β-sitosterol and pentacosanoic acid. The structure of 1 was elucidated using spectroscopic analysis (NMR and MS), and comparison with published data. Compound 1 had weak antioxidant activity (IC 50 109.8 µg/mL) while other compounds were not active as compared to L-ascorbic acid (IC 50 3.9 µg/mL).
Ardisia, a largest genus in the Myrsinaceae family, is an evergreen shrub and tree consisting of approximately 500 species found in the subtropical and tropical regions of the world [1, 2a] . Plant species of the Ardisia genus have been used as food and traditional medicine [2a-c] . Ardisia kivuensis Taton is an evergreen shrub encountered at Mount Oku and Mount Kupe in Cameroon [3a, b] . The fruits have been used in folk medicine to treat venereal diseases. Recently, we reported the isolation and structure elucidation of alkylbenzoquinons [4a, b] and saponins [4b, c] from the stems and leaves of this plant. In the course of our search for new biologically active components from Cameroonian medicinal plants, we found a new alkenylmethylresorcinol, ardisinol III (1), together with three known compounds including oleanolic acid [5] , β-sitosterol [6] , and pentacosanoic acid [7] (Figure 1 ) from the fruits of A. kivuensis Taton. In this paper, we describe the isolation, structure elucidation, and antioxidant activity of the isolated compounds.
Ardisinol III (1) was obtained as a yellowish amorphous. The molecular formula C 23 H 38 O 2 was deduced from the HREIMS, which displayed a molecular ion peak M + at m/z 346.2865 (calculated for C 23 H 38 O 2 , 346.2872), in conjunction with NMR data. The 1 H NMR spectrum (Table 1 ) exhibited signals at δ H 2.10 (s, 3H) and 6.23 (s, 2H) of an aromatic methyl group and two aromatic protons, respectively. The 1 H NMR also showed additional signals at δ 107.8 (C-4, C-6) and 32.0 (C-2') confirmed that the aromatic methyl and the resorcinol moiety locate at C-2 and C-5, respectively ( Table  1 ). The position of the double bond on the alkenyl side chain was determined using the HMBC experiment and the EIMS fragmentation patterns (Figure 2 ). In the HMBC spectrum, a correlation was observed between the protons at δ H 2.02 (H-7', H-10') and the carbons at δ C 130.0 (C-8', C-9'). The EIMS exhibited an ion-fragment at m/z 222, corresponding to the loss of a nonenyl group. Furthermore, the chemical shift value of allylic carbons at 27.2 ppm (C-7'/C-10') suggested the stereochemistry of C-8'/C-9' double bond to be Z-configuration. Based on the NMR data above and by comparison with related published compounds [2a, 8, 9] , the structure of ardisinol III was assigned as 2-methyl-5-(8Zhexadecenyl)resorcinol (1). The antioxidant activity of the isolated compounds was determined, on the basis of the 2,2-diphenyl-1-picryhydrazyl (DPPH) freeradical scavenging assay. Among them, 1 had weak activity (IC 50 109.8 µg/mL), while other compounds were not active as compared to the IC 50 value (3.9 µg/mL) of L-ascorbic acid (Wako Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd., Osaka, Japan) a positive control.
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General experimental procedures: IR spectra were recorded on Jasco FT-IR 460 spectrometer (Tokyo, Japan). MS data were measured on Jeol JMS-AX505W spectrometer (Tokyo, Japan). NMR spectra were recorded on Bruker 500, instrument with TMS as internal references. UV-VIS spectrophotometer were recorded on Colona SH-1200 (Hitachinaka, Japan). Column chromatography was performed on silica gel Merck 60 F 254 [(0.063-0.2 mm)], 70-230 and 230-400 Mesh (Darmstadt, Germany). Pre-coated silica gel 60 F 254 TLC plates (Merck, Darmstadt, Germany) were detected with UV light (254 and 365 nm) and then sprayed with H 2 SO 4 (20%) followed by heating to 100°C. 
Extraction and Isolation:
Dried fruits of A. kivuensis were ground to a fine powder (1.6 Kg) and macerated with MeOH (5 L) for 24 h (3 times) at the room temperature. After filtration and removal of the solvent in vacuo, 18 g of the crude extract was obtained. Part of the extract (16 g) was subjected to silica gel column chromatography (CC) eluting with n-hexane, Ethyl Acetate (EtOAc), and MeOH in gradient polarity to afford 6 fractions (Fr.I-VI) after comparative TLC. Fr. II (0.4 g) and Fr. III (0.6 g) were subjected separately to Sephadex LH-20 using CH 2 Cl 2 / MeOH (85:15, v/v) to afford 1 (7 mg) and 4 (4.1 mg). Fr. IV (1.7 g) was subjected to silica gel CC using a gradient mixture of n-hexane and EtOAc to furnish 2 (8 mg) and 3 (32 mg). 
DPPH assay:
The DPPH free-radical scavenging assay was carried out on a microplate according to a previously described procedure [5] . Briefly, an 0.1 mM solution of DPPH in MeOH was prepared and 50 µL of this solution was added to 150 µL of the solution of all samples in MeOH at different concentration. Then, the absorbance was measured at 517 nm using a UV-VIS spectrophotometer. 
